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I'm interviewing Mrs. Ella Reynolds. Her maiden 
name was Bates. Present address is 520 Wilson 
Street, Barboursville, WV, 25504. Phone# 736-
1579. Mrs. Reynolds is 83 years old. Her birth 
date was March 16, 1900. Today's date is June 3, 
1983. This interview is taking place in Mrs. 
Reynolds living room. I'm Terry David Ross, the 
interviewer. 
Mrs. Reynolds, what are the earliest memories 
you have of Barboursville? 
I was about ten years old. The population of 
Barboursville was about 1500. 
When ... where were you born? 
I was born in Barboursville on Peyton Street in 1900, 
the year 1900. 
Okay, what was your father's first job? 
Hisfirstjob was working for Mr:C--omas, Mr:· 
McComas, on the McComas farm. 
Was that near your house? 
Yes, we lived on their property. 
Okay. What was your father's next occupation? 
He worked for the C & 0, on the tracks, he helped 
build the tracks. But he was a foreman. 
Do you remember how much he earned, and what 
the living conditions were like? 
Well, he made a dollar and a half a day, was his 
wages? 
·-- ------- --
Did he ever get hurt? Was it dangerous back then 
working on the-, building the tracks? 
Yes, but he didn't get hurt anyway. But when he 
died, he died of a heart attack while working ... in 
1914. 
Let's see ... what was the clothes like back then? 
Well, they were cheap. We could buy clothes, we 
·· · -· --· could buy clothes for a dol~;-good-coatsfor a dollar 
and a half. And everything was real cheap back then. 
Well, like the styles. What were the styles like 
compared to ..... [inaudible] .... · 
2 
Long, long dresses and.... I don 't .... 
Let's see, where was your first house off of the 
Mc Comas Farm? 
On McClung Avenue in Barboursville. My father 
built it, built the house and four rooms. 
Okay. Do you remember exactly where it was 
located? Next to something that's ... 
It was across the railroad tracks, it's about the 4th 
----~---------- --- - ---- -----·- ~ 
house from the railroad tracks on the right. And its 
still there. 
Okay. Okay. Were you born at home? Were you 
born at home? 
Yes, uh-huh. 
Was there a mid-wife there? 
Do you ... [inaudible] besides the one on 
McClung? 
3 
After I was married, I moved to 1345 McClung 
Avenue. And then from 1345 McClung Avenue to 
5 20 Wilson Street. I've lived here all my life. 
Okay. What were schools like when you were 
young? 
Pretty good. 
Was there a lot of kids in class? Or was there just 
ten or ... ? 
- -----·----- - -- ----- -- ----- - ---- - -- --------
Well, there was quite a few there. We just had the 
four rooms, four teachers and four rooms, the 
elementary 's where its at now. I went to that school. 
We didn't have no high school nor college, until 
Morris Harvey College come to Barboursville. And I 
can remember when he was there. I can remember 
Mr. Riggleman and several of the teachers. 
Was Mr. Riggleman a college teacher or was 
he ... ? 
Morris Harvey College teacher. 
Do you remember any of the names of any of your 
school teachers when you ... ? 
4 
Oh, yes, all of them. Was Mamie Moore and Miss 
Brady, and uh, Sudy Heck and Mr. McCutcheon. 
That was way back. And uh ... let's see, there's 
another one there ... The!-, I can't think of her name. 
[chuckling] 
About Morris Harvey College, is there anything 
else you remember? Do you remember when it 
first came to Barboursville, when it first became 
Morris Harvey College? 
___ ___ I can remember when it came here, but I don't 
remember the year. I can't remember what year. 
How did the towns' people feel about it, you know, 
because .... 
I think they liked it. Then they had where the 
Veteran's home is now, I think they had that 
McDonald's Hall they had there. 
Morris Harvey College ... what was it before it was 
Morris Harvey C-olle-ge?-- ------ --- - ----- -- ---- --------- ---
It was uh, well, it was the court house. Well before 
the court-, no, after the courthouse left and went to 
Huntington, they had some other buildings there 
5 
behind there that they used for sewing room. And I 
worked at the sewing room there. 
Let's see here ... the industries in Barboursville, 
not just the industries, the businesses that were 
around it, aren't around any more. 
Well, the [inaudible} .... 
Where were they located? 
__ {l11audible] ... is_where Plybon 's Pharmacy is now. ________ _ 
And the, there was Miller's Ice Cream, place where 
they made ice cream, where the library is now. And 
then I remember the show building, they had the 
show-, picture shows. And it was just above where 
the library is now. But they moved it down where 
they have some kind of storage plant down there now, 
I think. Where they sell furniture, don't they, and 
carpets? I think that's what's there now. And the 
Martin's had a shoe shop there, just above. I think 
that building's still there. And Brady's Hardware 
Store was where, Brady-'s-Hardware Store was-the -- -
post office. And it moved from there over to the uh, 
Central Avenue. Over the auto parts. 
Is there any other industries that you remember 
from Barboursville? 
6 
The blacksmith's shop. It was located where 
Tradewell store is now. 
Were there any mills or anything like that in 
Barboursville? 
[inaudible} ... tannery. 
Anything else? . 
!just can't remember back. 
Okay. Do you remember the first airplane you 
were in? 
Yes, my son-in-law took me up in a private plane. 
And we flew over Huntington and Barboursville, over 
in Ohio and back. 
Do you remember about when this was? 
About twenty-fi-ve-years~ago. 
Were you scared? 
No, I thought if he would take care of himself, he 
would take care of me. 
7 
Did ... when you were young, did your family have 
a car? 
No, we had a horse, horse and wagon. 
Do you remember about when in time, your 
family got their first car? 
My family didn't get a car. There weren't making 
cars then. My husband was the one that got the car, 
. __ .firs_t car. And it must have been in 19 and aroun_d __________ -·- ____ _ 
1930, I believe; I'm not sure. 
Were you scared of it? 
No. 
So were you ever scared of any new inventions 
that came out? 
No. 
Do you remember the telephone, your first 
telephone? 
8 
Yes, I can remember the first telephone, the first 
telephone I had. But I can't remember the number it 
was. I've had this number so long. 
Do you remember when you got it? 
We've always had a phone, ever since we lived at 
1345 McClung Avenue. 
But when you were little, living with your mother 
and father, you didn't have any? 
No, we didn't have any. 
When new industries came into Barboursville, like 
Wagner's store that's there now, the library that's 
there now, Plybon, different ind us-, different 
businesses like this, can you remember say the 
feelings when the old businesses went out of 
business, and is there anything special that you 
thought about? 
- Well;-f~thnught-about when Bloom Hotef lejt: -- -They-----
built the First Methodist Church up there. And then 
the, they had a Methodist Church on up above it the 
school used for classrooms or for some use. And they 
built that First Methodist Church there. I always 
9 
liked that. It was on Water Street, near Wallace 
Street and Main Street. It's still there. 
You said, before you mentioned Miller's Ice 
Cream. When they went out of business, do you 
remember that? 
What was there then? 
Miller's Ice Cream. 
Mill?_[ 's Ice Cream~_And _the_n th~_library_ was there. 
And I don't think anything else was there. But I think 
the library means a lot to Barboursville. And I think 
that the Veteran 's Home, they have the Veteran's 
Home up there on the hill, I think that's wonderful. 
Is there maybe the Tradewell's or anything 
· significant about it? 
Well, it's the only grocery store in Barboursville, I 
guess. It's the only one I go to. 
Was the store you mentioned to me before, was 
the Updike Store. 
Yes, that was where, it was between Plybon 's and the 
alley there. And they had a nice store there. And I 
10 
don't, I don't know what store is in there now. Do 
you know what ... ? Well, anyhow, I seldom go up 
through town any more, just once in a while. Well, I 
worked at Updike's Store a good bit, worked for Mr. 
and Mrs. Updike. 
What kind of stuff did they carry? Was it a 
grocery store or what? 
No, it was a merchandise, just clothing, shoes, and 
hats. And they wore a lot of hats in them days. And 
_____ uh,-ihe}l-had-}ust-me~chandisg,--nQl-gr-QGer-ie.s. ----· · - -
What was the grocery store that was in town when 
you were young. 
Well, Thornburg had a store there on the corner of 
Central Avenue and Main Street. And then they had 
a grocery store. They had a clerk, the clerk was an 
old man, his name was [inaudible J ... Mills. I'll never 
forget him. And he's, he was a nice person. 
- --Tlie, tlie mayor's of Barboursville ... whicli mayor 
stands out most in your mind? 
Well, I think Boyd Hash is about the best mayor 
we've had since I've been here. And we 've got a 
11 
good mayor now. We've got good, we get good 
. 
service. 
What did Mr. Hash do for the town of 
Barboursville? 
Well, he kept the roads up good. And he gave us that 
street light out there. That's the most important thing 
to me. Right on the corner. Right in front of my 
house. 
·---~ ---- The church that you attend now, SJeele_Memnrial,_ __ 
do you remember when the building it presently 
is, was built? 
Yes, yes, I do. We ... it was over by the railroad 
crossing on McClung Avenue, on Shaw Street and 
Union now. And we have about 450 or near 450 
members. 
How many members did it have when you first 
started attending it? 
/just don't remember how many, but not too many. 
Just about oh ... fifty maybe. Fifty people, fifty 
members. 
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You've told me about the mayor you thought was 
best for Barboursville. Is there any president of 
the United States that you thought was the best? 
Well, President Roosevelt and Truman. They were 
good. 
What did they do that was so special for the 
country? In your opinion? 
Well, they, they helped a lot. They helped everything, 
__________ _ money. _The __ banks went broke,_y_ou know, and__s_ever_al_ __ 
shut down and he opened them up. Anyhow, he was a 
good president. 
Do you remember anything about the world war? 
One or two? 
Yes, World War L my husband was, he's a veteran, 
was a veteran, of World War 1 He went overseas 
and he fought with the 82nd division and he won a 
sharp-shooter's medal. And he uh, he, when he came 
-- --- ---back,-he made a talk over-nt th-e high-school for the 
children. 
Wow. Do you remember anything about World 
War II? 
13 
No. Well, my son-in-law, one of them, was in service 
or maybe both of them, in World War II, I think. 
Did you have the radio on at the time they 
announced the bombing of Pearl Harbor? 
Uh, let's see, we didn't have radios back then. And 
we didn't have any radios, we had the radios, but we 
didn't have one. 
Do you remember when you first heard about it? 
___ ____ Did_it _upset youJ __ -~ ________ _ 
No, it pleased us, everybody was pleased when we 
found out. 
You were pleased? 
Mmm-hmm, we knew it was over. 
Oh, when it was over. I was talking about Pearl 
Harbor, when it started. 
Oh, no, uh-huh, I hadn't ... we were all scared then. 
Do you remember the war rations, when they 
would give you little tickets and you could only 
buy so much food? 
14 
Yes. I can remember that. After well, I think it was 
back several years after the war. They had a 
depression here, that's the only one I can remember 
the worst. When, we done very well during the war. 
But uh, they had a depression. And I remember them 
having, that's when they built the sewing room and I 
worked at the sewing room, up there where .... 
Did the Depression affect your family a lot? 
Not too much. 
-- - --- ·------ - • 4 ·-- --
Did it affect the town of Barboursville a lot? 
Yes, it did. It affected a lot of people. 
Did any businesses close down because of it? 
Around here? 
Well, I don't know remember whether it did or not. 
-Okay. Let's see ... ;--·--no-you rem-ember anybody 
getting hung or anything, at the old courthouse? 
Yes, there was ... I was told that there was a colored 
man killed, somebody out on Tom Street. And they 
brought him, they caught him and brought him in. 
15 
He was hung on the courtyard lawn. And I can just 
remember them telling me that. But I do remember 
the tree. The tree was there. I saw the tree. 
Let's see.... Your, well, your first house in 
Barboursville, the one you were born in, was it, is 
that part of town still here? Is it still populated a 
lot? 
It's out of the city limits, but its, it was a log cabin, 
and they tore it down. 
Is there a lot of houses there now? 
Yes. The building, Barboursville 's built up to where 
you 'd hardly know it was ever like that before, like it 
was before. 
When you went to school, was there a separate 
school for black children? 
We didn't have any colored people here. Only one or 
two familtes. --The Httts crncttnere was some Martins, ~-
Hills, Martins ... and Goods, Goods. 
Okay. Were they mistreated in any way? 
16 
No. They had a school house for them. Over there 
on Huntington Avenue. 
When you were young, was Huntington very 
much bigger than Barboursville? 
I didn't know much about Huntington. We didn't 
have any traJJ,sportation, only you had to cross the 
river in a boat. And my mother had a boat where the, 
down on its Waters Street, between the bridges. And 
it was the old toll houses that set, that is located by 
_ the gicture show building here now, sat down there _______ _ 
and my aunt lived in it and my mother would help 
take the boats that take people over across the river 
to the people who lived over there. And then after 
they had the bridge fixed, there was a, I didn 't tell 
you they had the livery stable here then, the livery 
stable. And he had, owned horses and he had a 
surrey. And he'd take four, five people to Huntington 
in that. My mother and dad would go down and buy 
things in Huntington and come back in it. Went out 
on Pea Ridge and it wasn't paved, it was just a hard-, 
dirt road. A-nd when, after that, Mr. Hackleyvwned-·-- ----···-- · 
it and he, when the first automobiles come in, that 
was the first car I ever saw was a Ford, Ford 
Touring Car and he would take passengers back. 
And I've been down, I've been in that Ford going to 
17 
Huntington. I'd go down and back with them when 
they'd go. 
You said something when you mentioned the 
livery stables a surrey? What was that? 
That is, it's a wagon, well, it's a wagon with a top on 
it. And you know, that has a cover over the top. And 
you, it has two seats in it in the back and then he sits 
up front. And he has two seats, two seats for the 
passenger's to set in. And he drove his horses down 
__ fa-Huntington-and-back. -- - --
Do you remember when they built Route 60? 
Yes, uh-huh, I remember when it was a ... 
Did it change a lot, about Barboursville? 
Oh yes, it brought a lot of people into town. There's 
a lot of houses here now. We just, I don't think you 
can find a vacant lot to build a house on since, since 
they bu}lt-[frfauaible}~- -And we've got one just aoout 
completed over here now, that was really needed. 
Who were the doctors in town when you were very 
young? 
18 
The first one I can was Dr. Him. Dr. Him, and his 
office is up there near the, in the building where the, 
close to where the First Methodist Church is now. 
Well, and we had Dr. McKonkey, that lived on Main 
Street. And Dr. Musgrave, he's gone. And of course, 
Dr. Curry, he was my family doctor. 
Has the advances of ... have you always been able 
to feel the advances of medicine? You know, just 
around Barboursville? 
-·- .. --··· Well,-.l've-nev.e~been.-sick,-so-1-don ~t,-l'm-not-sick----------·---
much. I don't have a doctor until I need one. I just 
go to Milton, to Dr. Clinesdiver. 
What have been some jobs that you worked at 
through your life? 
Well, at first I worked at Varney Nursing Home here 
in Barboursville. And then I worked at the Jones 
Hospital in Huntington. And then I worked at uh, 
after that, I worked at a restaurant in Milton, Marie's 
ReslauranTiiiMilton. ---- - --- --- -------
Where all have you traveled to? 
Well, I've been all over the state of Florida, J 've been 
as far as, all through to Maine as far as I could go, 
19 
Thomas, Maine and Rutland all those places in 
Maine. And I've been out west, as far as oh, New 
Mexico and Texas and old Mexico. I've been 
everywhere but California and I'd like to go there. 
Have you met any important or famous people 
during your life? 
Yes, I've met Bob Brinkley, commentator for well, he 
was on NBC but he's on another station now. But I 
met him at a democratic meeting, we had a dinner for 
---him-do-wn-theKe--when-they~built the-b~idge-in-, Wa32ne-- - ~ 
County bridge. We had a dinner down there and I 
met him. He signed his name on a paper for me. And 
Is till have it. 
You mentioned that you worked at the Jones 
Hospital. Was there anything interesting that 
happened there? What did exactly did you do? 
I was special nurse taking care of a lady that 
couldn't feed herself. She had broke both arms 
broRen ana-1-stayed there and fed her meals.----- ---
When you traveled, did you ... did you always want 
to come back home? 
20 
Oh, not until ... not until I stayed for four months in 
Florida. I kindly got not homesick but I wanted to 
come back. 
Do you like Barboursville and West Virginia both, 
better than all the other places? 
Yes, I do, in all the places I've ever been, I think 
Barboursville is the most precious city there is I 
Okay. Do you like to do gardening? 
Yes, I raise a garden every year. I spade the garden 
myself and plant it and I pick the things and I often 
can them. And then I have flowers, I love flowers. 
But I can't do anything with house flowers. But I 
love 'em outside. I go out and mow my lawn when I 
get a chance, when they let me. They just beat me to 
it sometimes, some of 'em do. But I mow my lawn 
myself. My age! I think I'm doing pretty good. 
You are. Did you ever go hunting or anything? 
Oh, yes, that's my, I'd rather hunt than eat. !just 
love to hunt. I've always went hunting with my 
husband. And I killed more squirrels than he did. 
And people would say that I'd kill 'em and he'd carry 
them and clean them! But uh, I love to hunt. We had 
21 
two dogs and we had, we'd go out rabbit hunting. 
He worked at State Road commission and he worked 
from 4 to 12 and that way we'd get up early and we'd 
come in by noon. And I'd have my share. I'd have 
my limit. [chuckling} 
Was there a lot more game around this area then? 
Oh yes, a lot more. 
Did you ever go deer hunting? 
No. I eat deer whenever I get it. Venison's good 
meat. 
What was the most, what was the most animals 
you've killed, say in one shot? 
I'd never get over the limit. I wouldn't kill more than 
four, if it was four rabbits ... if I saw one I'd kill it and 
give it to him. [laughing lightly J 
-rs there -any special stories o-r -anyfliing-you 
remember about hunting? 
Well, I killed a snake one time, or a, I killed a 
squirrel that the snake was after. And uh, I got the 
squirrel and left the snake alone. And when my 
22 
husband come up, he said, "What was ... " he saw it 
and he said, "That's a big rattle-, "I mean, 
"copperhead. " A big copperhead was after that and 
here I was right close, could have picked it up, I 
picked the squirrel up from beside of it. 
Is there any special neighbors that you 
remember? 
Well, I have all good neighbors. Everywhere I've 
lived, I've had good neighbors. I love 'em all and 
__ __ ____ the1-lav_e_me,__I guess.- Because-L~eal/3Ldo-enjoy them . -----
visiting me and uh, they, some of 'em never go to the 
store without asking me if I needed anything or 
wanted to go. And then my granddaughter lives next 
door to me and they are the same, they want me to be 
going all the time. 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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Okay. What was your father's next occupation? 
He worked for the C & 0, on the tracks, he helped 
build the tracks. But he was a foreman. 
Do you remember how much he earned, and what 
the living conditions were like? 
Well, he made a dollar and a half a day, was his 
wages? 
Did he ever get hurt? Was it dangerous back then 
working on the-, building the tracks? 
Yes, but he didn't get hurt anyway. But when he 
died, he died of a heart attack while working ... in 
1914. 
Let's see ... what was the clothes like back then? 
Well, they were cheap. We could buy clothes, we 
could buy clothes for a do!-, good coats for a dollar 
and a half. And everything was real cheap back then. 
Well, like the styles. What were the styles like 
compared to ..... [inaudible] .... · 
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I'm interviewing Mrs. Ella Reynolds. Her maiden 
name was Bates. Present address is 520 Wilson 
Street, Barboursville, WV, 25504. Phone # 736-
1579. Mrs. Reynolds is 83 years old. Her birth 
date was March 16, 1900. Today's date is June 3, 
1983. This interview is taking place in Mrs. 
Reynolds living room. I'm Terry David Ross, the 
interviewer. 
Mrs. Reynolds, what are the earliest memories 
you have of Barboursville? 
I was about ten years old. The population of 
Barboursville was about 1500. 
When ... where were you born? 
I was born in Barboursville on Peyton Street in 1900, 
the year 1900. 
Okay, what was your father's first job? 
His first job was working/or McComas, Mr. 
McComas, on the McComas farm. 
Was that near your house? 
Yes, we lived on their property. 
Long, long dresses and.... I don't .... 
Let's see, where was your first house off of the 
Mccomas Farm? 
On McClung Avenue in Barboursville. My father 
built it, built the house and four rooms. 
Okay. Do you remember exactly where it was 
located? Next to something that's ... 
It was across the railroad tracks, it's about the 4th 
house from the railroad tracks on the right. And its 
still there. 
Okay. Okay. Were you born at home? Were you 
born at home? 
Yes, uh-huh. 
Was there a mid-wife there? 
Yes. 
Do you ... [inaudible] besides the one on 
McClung? 
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After I was married, I moved to 1345 McClung 
Avenue. And thenfrom 1345 McClung Avenue to 
520 Wilson Street. I've lived here all my life. 
Okay. What were schools like when you were 
young? 
Pretty good. 
Was there a lot of kids in class? Or was there just 
ten or ... ? 
Well, there was quite a few there. We just had the 
four rooms, four teachers and four rooms, the 
elementary 's where its at now. I went to that school. 
We didn't have no high school nor college, until 
Morris Harvey College come to Barboursville. And I 
can remember when he was there. I can remember 
Mr. Riggleman and several of the teachers. 
Was Mr. Riggleman a college teacher or was 
he ... ? 
Morris Harvey College teacher. 
Do you remember any of the names of any of your 
school teachers when you ... ? 
4 
Oh, yes, all of them. Was Mamie Moore and Miss 
Brady, and uh, Sudy Heck and Mr. McCutcheon. 
That was way back. And uh ... let's see, there's 
another one there ... Thel-, I can't think of her name. 
[ chuckling] 
About Morris Harvey College, is there anything 
else you remember? Do you remember when it 
first came to Barboursville, when it first became 
Morris Harvey College? 
I can remember when it came here, but I don't 
remember the year. I can't remember what year. 
How did the towns' people feel about it, you know, 
because .... 
I think they liked it. Then they had where the 
Veteran's home is now, I think they had that 
McDonald's Hall they had there. 
Morris Harvey College ... what was it before it was 
Morris Harvey College? 
It was uh, well, it was the court house. Well before 
the court-, no, after the courthouse left and went to 
Huntington, they had some other buildings there 
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behind there that they used for sewing room. And I 
worked at the sewing room there. 
Let's see here ... the industries in Barboursville, 
not just the industries, the businesses that were 
around it, aren't around any more. 
Well, the [inaudible} .... 
Where were they located? 
[inaudible} ... is where Plybon 's Pharmacy is now. 
And the, there was Miller's Ice Cream, place where 
they made ice cream, where the library is now. And 
then I remember the show building, they had the 
show-, picture shows. And it was just above where 
the library is now. But they moved it down where 
they have some kind of storage plant down there now, 
I think. Where they sell furniture, don 't they, and 
carpets? I think that's what's there now. And the 
Martin's had a shoe shop there, just above. I think 
that building's still there. And Brady's Hardware 
Store was where, Brady's Hardware Store was the 
post office. And it moved from there over to the uh, 
Central Avenue. Over the auto parts. 
Is there any other industries that you remember 
from Barboursville? 
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The blacksmith's shop. It was located where 
Tradewell store is now. 
Were there any mills or anything like that in 
Barboursville? 
[inaudible J ... tannery. 
Anything else? 
I just can't remember back. 
Okay. Do you remember the first airplane you 
were in? 
Yes, my son-in-law took me up in a private plane. 
And we flew over Huntington and Barboursville, over 
in Ohio and back. 
Do you remember about when this was? 
About twenty-five years ago. 
Were you scared? 
No, I thought if he would take care of himself, he 
would take care of me. 
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Did ... when you were young, did your family have 
a car? 
No, we had a horse, horse and wagon. 
Do you remember about when in time, your 
family got their first car? 
My family didn't get a car. There weren't making 
cars then. My husband was the one that got the car, 
first car. And it must have been in 19 and around 
19 3 0, I believe; I'm not sure. 
Were you scared of it? 
No. 
So were you ever scared of any new inventions 
that came out? 
No. 
Do you remember the telephone, your first 
telephone? 
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Yes, I can remember the first telephone, the first 
telephone I had. But I can't remember the number it 
was. I've had this number so long. 
Do you remember when you got it? 
We've always had a phone, ever since we lived at 
1345 McClung Avenue. 
But when you were little, living with your mother 
and father, you didn't have any? 
No, we didn't have any. 
When new industries came into Barboursville, like 
Wagner's store that's there now, the library that's 
there now, Plybon, different ind us-, different 
businesses like this, can you remember say the 
feelings when the old businesses went out of 
business, and is there anything special that you 
thought about? 
Well, I thought about when Bloom Hotel left. They 
built the First Methodist Church up there. And then 
the, they had a Methodist Church on up above it the 
school used for classrooms or for some use. And they 
built that First Methodist Church there. I always 
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liked that. It was on Water Street, near Wallace 
Street and Main Street. It's still there. 
You said, before you mentioned Miller's Ice 
Cream. When they went out of business, do you 
remember that? 
What was there then? 
Miller's Ice Cream. 
Miller's Ice Cream. And then the library was there. 
And I don't think anything else was there. But I think 
the library means a lot to Barboursville. And I think 
that the Veteran's Home, they have the Veteran's 
Home up there on the hill, I think that's wonderful. 
Is there maybe the Tradewell's or anything 
significant about it? 
Well, it's the only grocery store in Barboursville, I 
guess. It's the only one I go to. 
Was the store you mentioned to me before, was 
the Updike Store. 
Yes, that was where, it was between Plybon 's and the 
alley there. And they had a nice store there. And I 
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don't, I don't know what store is in there now. Do 
you know what ... ? Well, anyhow, I seldom go up 
through town any more, just once in a while. Well, I 
worked at Updike's Store a good bit, worked for Mr. 
and Mrs. Updike. 
What kind of stuff did they carry? Was it a 
grocery store or what? 
No, it was a merchandise, just clothing, shoes, and 
hats. And they wore a lot of hats in them days. And 
uh, they had just merchandise, not groceries. 
What was the grocery store that was in town when 
you were young. 
Well, Thornburg had a store there on the corner of 
Central Avenue and Main Street. And then they had 
a grocery store. They had a clerk, the clerk was an 
old man, his name was [inaudible] ... Mills. I'll never 
forget him. And he's, he was a nice person. 
The, the mayor's of Barboursville ... which mayor 
stands out most in your mind? 
Well, I think Boyd Hash is about the best mayor 
we've had since I've been here. And we 've got a 
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good mayor now. We've got good, we get good 
servzce. 
What did Mr. Hash do for the town of 
Barboursville? 
Well, he kept the roads up good. And he gave us that 
street light out there. That's the most important thing 
to me. Right on the corner. Right in front of my 
house. 
The church that you attend now, Steele Memorial, 
do you remember when the building it presently 
is, was built? 
Yes, yes, I do. We ... it was over by the railroad 
crossing on McClung Avenue, on Shaw Street and 
Union now. And we have about 450 or near 450 
members. 
How many members did it have when you first 
started attending it? 
I just don't remember how many, but not too many. 
Just about oh ... fifty maybe. Fifty people, fifty 
members. 
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You've told me about the mayor you thought was 
best for Barboursville. Is there any president of 
the United States that you thought was the best? 
Well, President Roosevelt and Truman. They were 
good. 
What did they do that was so special for the 
country? In your opinion? 
Well, they, they helped a lot. They helped everything, 
money. The banks went broke, you know, and several 
shut down and he opened them up. Anyhow, he was a 
good president. 
Do you remember anything about the world war? 
One or two? 
Yes, World War L my husband was, he's a veteran, 
was a veteran, of World War l He went overseas 
and he fought with the 82nd division and he won a 
sharp-shooter's medal. And he uh, he, when he came 
back, he made a talk over at the high school for the 
children. 
Wow. Do you remember anything about World 
War II? 
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No. Well, my son-in-law, one of them, was in service 
or maybe both of them, in World War IL I think. 
Did you have the radio on at the time they 
announced the bombing of Pearl Harbor? 
Uh, let's see, we didn't have radios back then. And 
we didn't have any radios, we had the radios, but we 
didn't have one. 
Do you remember when you first heard about it? 
Did it upset you? 
No, it pleased us, everybody was pleased when we 
found out. 
You were pleased? 
Mmm-hmm, we knew it was over. 
Oh, when it was over. I was talking about Pearl 
Harbor, when it started. 
Oh, no, uh-huh, I hadn't ... we were all scared then. 
Do you remember the war rations, when they 
would give you little tickets and you could only 
buy so much food? 
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Yes. I can remember that. After well, I think it was 
back several years after the war. They had a 
depression here, that's the only one I can remember 
the worst. When, we done very well during the war. 
But uh, they had a depression. And I remember them 
having, that's when they built the sewing room and I 
worked at the sewing room, up there where .... 
Did the Depression affect your family a lot? 
Not too much. 
Did it affect the town of Barboursville a lot? 
Yes, it did. It affected a lot of people. 
Did any businesses close down because of it? 
Around here? 
Well, I don't know remember whether it did or not. 
Okay. Let's see.... Do you remember anybody 
getting hung or anything, at the old courthouse? 
Yes, there was ... I was told that there was a colored 
man killed, somebody out on Tom Street. And they 
brought him, they caught him and brought him in. 
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He was hung on the courtyard lawn. And I can just 
remember them telling me that. But I do remember 
the tree. The tree was there. I saw the tree. 
Let's see.... Your, well, your first house in 
Barboursville, the one you were born in, was it, is 
that part of town still here? Is it still populated a 
lot? 
It's out of the city limits, but its, it was a log cabin, 
and they tore it down. 
Is there a lot of houses there now? 
Yes. The building, Barboursville 's built up to where 
you 'd hardly know it was ever like that before, like it 
was before. 
When you went to school, was there a separate 
school for black children? 
We didn't have any colored people here. Only one or 
two families. The Hills and there was some Martins, 
Hills, Martins ... and Goods, Goods. 
Okay. Were they mistreated in any way? 
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No. They had a school house for them. Over there 
on Huntington Avenue. 
When you were young, was Huntington very 
much bigger than Barboursville? 
I didn't know much about Huntington. We didn't 
have any traJJ,sportation, only you had to cross the 
river in a boat. And my mother had a boat where the, 
down on its Waters Street, between the bridges. And 
it was the old toll houses that set, that is located by 
the picture show building here now, sat down there 
and my aunt lived in it and my mother would help 
take the boats that take people over across the river 
to the people who lived over there. And then after 
they had the bridge fixed, there was a, I didn't tell 
you they had the livery stable here then, the livery 
stable. And he had, owned horses and he had a 
surrey. And he'd take four, five people to Huntington 
in that. My mother and dad would go down and buy 
things in Huntington and come back in it. Went out 
on Pea Ridge and it wasn't paved, it was just a hard-, 
dirt road. And when, after that, Mr. Hackley owned 
it and he, when the first automobiles come in, that 
was the first car I ever saw was a Ford, Ford 
Touring Car and he would take passengers back. 
And I've been down, I've been in that Ford going to 
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Huntington. I'd go down and back with them when 
they'd go. 
You said something when you mentioned the 
livery stables a surrey? What was that? 
That is, it's a wagon, well, it's a wagon with a top on 
it. And you know, that has a cover over the top. And 
you, it has two seats in it in the back and then he sits 
up front. And he has two seats, two seats for the 
passenger's to set in. And he drove his horses down 
to Huntington and back. 
Do you remember when they built Route 60? 
Yes, uh-huh, I remember when it was a ... 
Did it change a lot, about Barboursville? 
Oh yes, it brought a lot of people into town. There's 
a lot of houses here now. We just, I don't think you 
can find a vacant lot to build a house on since, since 
they built [inaudible}. And we've got one just about 
completed over here now, that was really needed. 
Who were the doctors in town when you were very 
young? 
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The first one I can was Dr. Him. Dr. Him, and his 
office is up there near the, in the building where the, 
close to where the First Methodist Church is now. 
Well, and we had Dr. McKonkey, that lived on Main 
Street. And Dr. Musgrave, he's gone. And of course, 
Dr. Curry, he was my family doctor. 
Has the advances of ... have you always been able 
to feel the advances of medicine? You know, just 
around Barboursville? 
Well, I've never been sick, so I don't, I'm not sick 
much. I don't have a doctor until I need one. I just 
go to Milton, to Dr. Clinesdiver. 
What have been some jobs that you worked at 
through your life? 
Well, at first I worked at Varney Nursing Home here 
in Barboursville. And then I worked at the Jones 
Hospital in Huntington. And then I worked at uh, 
after that, I worked at a restaurant in Milton, Marie's 
Restaurant in Milton. 
Where all have you traveled to? 
Well, I've been all over the state of Florida, I've been 
as far as, all through to Maine as far as I could go, 
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Thomas, Maine and Rutland all those places in 
Maine. And I've been out west, as far as oh, New 
Mexico and Texas and old Mexico. I've been 
everywhere but California and I'd like to go there. 
Have you met any important or famous people 
during your life? 
Yes, I've met Bob Brinkley, commentator for well, he 
was on NBC but he's on another station now. But I 
met him at a democratic meeting, we had a dinner for 
him down there when they built the bridge in, Wayne 
County bridge. We had a dinner down there and I 
met him. He signed his name on a paper for me. And 
I still have it. 
You mentioned that you worked at the Jones 
Hospital. Was there anything interesting that 
happened there? What did exactly did you do? 
I was special nurse taking care of a lady that 
couldn't feed herself. She had broke both arms 
broken and I stayed there and fed her meals. 
When you traveled, did you ... did you always want 
to come back home? 
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Oh, not until ... not until I stayed for four months in 
Florida. I kindly got not homesick but I wanted to 
come back. 
Do you like Barboursville and West Virginia both, 
better than all the other places? 
Yes, I do, in all the places I've ever been, I think 
Barboursville is the most precious city there is I 
Okay. Do you like to do gardening? 
Yes, I raise a garden every year. I spade the garden 
myself and plant it and I pick the things and I often 
can them. And then I have flowers, I love flowers. 
But I can't do anything with house flowers. But I 
love 'em outside. I go out and mow my lawn when I 
get a chance, when they let me. They just beat me to 
it sometimes, some of 'em do. But I mow my lawn 
myself. My age! I think I'm doing pretty good. 
You are. Did you ever go hunting or anything? 
Oh, yes, that's my, I'd rather hunt than eat. I just 
love to hunt. I've always went hunting with my 
husband. And I killed more squirrels than he did. 
And people would say that I'd kill 'em and he'd carry 
them and clean them! But uh, I love to hunt. We had 
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two dogs and we had, we'd go out rabbit hunting. 
He worked at State Road commission and he worked 
from 4 to 12 and that way we'd get up early and we'd 
come in by noon. And I'd have my share. I'd have 
my limit. [chuckling} 
Was there a lot more game around this area then? 
Oh yes, a lot more. 
Did you ever go deer hunting? 
No. I eat deer whenever I get it. Venison's good 
meat. 
What was the most, what was the most animals 
you've killed, say in one shot? 
I'd never get over the limit. I wouldn't kill more than 
four, if it was four rabbits ... if I saw one I'd kill it and 
give it to him. [laughing lightly J 
Is there any special stories or anything you 
remember about hunting? 
Well, I killed a snake one time, or a, I killed a 
squirrel that the snake was after. And uh, I got the 
squirrel and left the snake alone. And when my 
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husband come up, he said, "What was ... " he saw it 
and he said, "That's a big rattle-, "I mean, 
"copperhead." A big copperhead was after that and 
here I was right close, could have picked it up, I 
picked the squirrel up from beside of it. 
Is there any special neighbors that you 
remember? 
Well, I have all good neighbors. Everywhere I've 
lived, I've had good neighbors. I love 'em all and 
they love me, I guess. Because I really do enjoy them 
visiting me and uh, they, some of 'em never go to the 
store without asking me if I needed anything or 
wanted to go. And then my granddaughter lives next 
door to me and they are the same, they want me to be 
going all the time. 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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